

Publication Date: Wednesday, December 31, 2025
STATE OF MAINE
NOTICE OF STATE AGENCY RULEMAKING

PUBLIC INPUT FOR RULES A list of state agency rule proposals is published here each Wednesday. You can get a copy of a proposed rule by contacting the person listed in the notice. You can comment on a proposed rule by submitting a written comment to the agency or by attending the public hearing, if one is scheduled. If no hearing is scheduled, you can request one.  The agency must hold a hearing if it receives 5 or more requests.  If you have a disability and need assistance to participate in a hearing, you should tell the agency at least 7 days before the hearing. ONLINE INFORMATION Weekly notices, full text of adopted rules, and a list of agency rulemaking contacts are available at this website: 

https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/index.html
[bookmark: _Hlk133567777][bookmark: _Hlk172559479]
[bookmark: _Hlk184195248]PROPOSALS
[bookmark: _Hlk210115451][bookmark: _Hlk204860143][bookmark: _Hlk193964646][bookmark: _Hlk193801019][bookmark: _Hlk193192101][bookmark: _Hlk193191978][bookmark: _Hlk189821225][bookmark: _Hlk203126001][bookmark: _Hlk207181105][bookmark: _Hlk216951714]
[bookmark: _Hlk216951487][bookmark: _Hlk213059876]AGENCY: Maine Commission on Public Defense Services
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 94-649 C.M.R. Ch. 302, Procedures Regarding Funds for Experts and Investigators
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2025-P216
[bookmark: _Hlk213059453]BRIEF SUMMARY: This Chapter establishes the procedures for attorneys to request funds for experts and investigators from the Commission and provides that the Executive Director shall make the determination to grant or deny the request. It also establishes the procedures for payment of expert and investigator services authorized by the rule.  
PUBLIC HEARING: Thursday, January 22, 2026 at 3:00PM in a hybrid format at Burton Cross Building, 111 Sewall Street, Room 500, Augusta, Maine and via Zoom. 
  
 
COMMENT DEADLINE: Friday, February 6, 2026 at 5:00PM
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Darcy Fisher
154 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04330
207-287-3263
207-287-3293
Darcy.fisher@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): 
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 4 MRS §§ 1804(3)(L) 
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different):
AGENCY WEBSITE:  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  


[bookmark: _Hlk217280171]AGENCY: Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Affiliated Board, Maine Board of Optometry
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 02-382 C.M.R. Ch. 1, Initial Licensure and Renewal, Licensure by Endorsement, Fees, Continuing Education (Section 3: Fees (2)(3))
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2025-P205 (Second Notice)
BRIEF SUMMARY: The Board needs to increase the annual license fee from $490.00 to $600.00 to adequately provide revenue for the board to conduct its functions and expenditures.  
PUBLIC HEARING: None. Prior to the adoption of any rule, the agency shall give notice and may hold a public hearing, except that a public hearing must be held if otherwise required by statute or requested by any 5 interested persons.  
COMMENT DEADLINE: January 30, 2026, 12:00 p.m.
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Tina Carpentier
113 State House Station, Augusta ME, 04333
207 624-8691
207 624-8637
711
tina.carpentier@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): none
[bookmark: _Hlk213059925]FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): none
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 32 M.R.S. Chapter 151, Subchapter II Board of Optometry §19202 Powers and duties of the board (3) Fees, Subchapter III Licensure §19305 Licensing (1) Annual renewal
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): none
AGENCY WEBSITE:  A copy of the rule can be found on the boards website.
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  
[bookmark: _Hlk217363727]

AGENCY: Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife			
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 09-137 C.M.R. Ch. 16 Hunting (Moose permit allocations)
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2025-P217
BRIEF SUMMARY: The Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife is proposing allocation numbers for moose hunting permits to be issued for the 2026 moose hunting season. Permits will be issued for antlered and antlerless moose.  This proposal also includes the discontinuation of the Adaptive Management moose hunt referred to as WMD 4a, which was established as a 5-year research project and has now concluded. Proposed permit allocations according to Wildlife Management District are as follows:
	WMD 1 – 450 antlered / 175 antlerless
	WMD 14 & 17 (combined) – 40 antlered

	WMD 2 – 350 antlered /175 antlerless
	WMD 16 – 0 permits

	WMD 3 – 200 antlered / 125 antlerless
	WMD 18 – 40 antlered

	WMD 4 – 400 antlered / 100 250 antlerless
	WMD 19 – 60 antlered

	WMD 4A (adaptive hunt) – 550 antlerless
	WMD 27 & 28 (combined) – 40 antlered

	WMD 5 – 250 antlered / 125 antlerless
	

	WMD 6 – 200 antlered / 60 antlerless
	Totals: 4,105  3,705 – 2,645 (antlered);1,460 1,060 (antlerless)

	WMD 7 & 13 (combined) – 140 antlered
	

	WMD 8 – 200 antlered / 150 antlerless
	

	WMD 9  -   125 antlered 
	

	WMD 10 – 60 antlered
	

	WMD 11 – 50 antlered 
	

	WMD 12 & 15 (combined) – 40 antlered 
	



Please contact the agency contact person for a complete copy of the rule proposal.

PUBLIC HEARING: January 20, 2026 @ 4:00pm – Rangeley Region Guides & Sportsman Assoc., 41 Old Skiway Rd, Oquossoc and January 22, 2026 @ 4:00pm – Greenville Public Safety, 10 Minden St., Greenville.  An online option for attending via Microsoft Teams will also be available. For those wishing to attend remotely, please contact the Agency Contact Person for this filing.
COMMENT DEADLINE: February 2, 2026
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Becky Orff
353 Water Street, 41 SHS, Augusta, ME  04333
207-287-5202
207-287-6395
Maine Relay 711
Becky.orff@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different):
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): None anticipated
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 12 MRS Section 10104, 11551, 11552 
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different):
AGENCY WEBSITE:  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  


AGENCY: Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 09-137 C.M.R. Ch. 16, Hunting (Moose hunting season)
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2025-P218
BRIEF SUMMARY: The Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife is proposing changes to the moose hunting season to include adding a September hunting season for antlered moose in all remaining WMDs in which moose hunting permits are issued, and adjusting the timing of the October antlered moose season such that there is always a one-week gap between that season and the September season. Adding additional WMDs to the September season will increase moose hunting opportunity without increasing permits and reduce hunter and user conflicts by redistributing hunters.  Adjusting the timing of the October season will ensure that it always occurs during a time period when bulls are more responsive to calling.  Please contact the agency contact person for a complete copy of the rule proposal.
PUBLIC HEARING: January 20, 2026 @ 4:00pm – Rangeley Region Guides & Sportsman Assoc., 41 Old Skiway Rd, Oquossoc and January 22, 2026 @ 4:00pm – Greenville Public Safety, 10 Minden St., Greenville.  An online option for attending via Microsoft Teams will also be available. For those wishing to attend remotely, please contact the Agency Contact Person for this filing.
COMMENT DEADLINE: February 2, 2026
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Becky Orff
353 Water Street, 41 SHS, Augusta, ME  04333
207-287-5202
207-287-6395
Maine Relay 711
Becky.orff@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different):
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): None anticipated
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 12 MRS Section 10104, 11551, 11552 
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different):
AGENCY WEBSITE:  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  

[bookmark: ][bookmark: ][bookmark: _Hlk124326626][bookmark: _Hlk175658805][bookmark: _Hlk175657783]ADOPTIONS

AGENCY:  Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE: 09-137 C.M.R. Ch. 1, Open Water and Ice Fishing Regulations
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2025-250

CONCISE SUMMARY:  

The Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife has adopted rules pertaining to open water fishing and ice fishing. This body of rules is printed in its entirety in the Open Water & Ice Fishing Laws and Rules booklet (January 1, 2026 – December 31, 2026) and will be available from the Department, online at www.maine.gov/ifw, as well as license agents. For a copy of adopted changes prior to release of the laws and rules booklet, please contact the Agency Rulemaking Contact Person.

EFFECTIVE DATE:  Tuesday, December 23, 2025

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:  Becky Orff
AGENCY NAME:  Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
ADDRESS: 353 Water St, 41 SHS, Augusta, ME  04333
TELEPHONE:  207-287-5202
EMAIL:  Becky.Orff@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, State Board of Nursing
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 02-380 C.M.R. Ch. 6, Delegation of Nursing Activities and Tasks to Unlicensed Assistive Personnel by Registered Professional Nurses
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2025-248 (Provisional Adoption)

CONCISE SUMMARY:
The provisionally adopted rule will replace chapter 6 Board rule, Regulations Relating to Coordination and Oversight of Patient Care Services by Unlicensed Assistive Personnel. The rule defines delegation and identifies the responsibilities of a registered professional nurse when delegating nursing activities and tasks to unlicensed assistive personnel. The Board of Nursing is required under 32 M.R.S. § 2102(2)(H) to adopt major substantive rules to implement § 2102(H).

EFFECTIVE DATE: Not Applicable (Provisional Adoption of a Major Substantive rule)

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Amanda Boulay, MSN, RN 
Agency Name: State Board of Nursing
Mailing Address: 158 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0158 Telephone Number: 207-287-1147
Email Address: Amanda.boulay@maine.gov


AGENCY: Maine Health Data Organization
CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE: 90-590 C.M.R. Ch. 100, Enforcement Procedures [Major Substantive Rule]
ADOPTED RULE NUMBER: 2025-251 (Provisional Adoption)

CONCISE SUMMARY:  

The provisionally adopted rule changes are necessary to enforce compliance with PL 2023, Ch. 584 (LD 1740, “An Act to Protect a Patient’s Access to Affordable Health Care with Timely Access to Health Care Prices”).

This rule will not have a fiscal impact on municipalities, counties or small businesses.  Copies of these rule changes can be reviewed and printed from the MHDO website at https://mhdo.maine.gov/rules.htm or, to receive a paper copy call 287-6722.

IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any).  This rule will not have a fiscal impact on
municipalities, counties, or small businesses.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 22 M.R.S. §§ 1718-I, 1728, 8705-A, 8735 and 24-A M.R.S. §6951

EFFECTIVE DATE: Not Applicable (Provisional Adoption of a Major Substantive rule)

CONTACT PERSON:  	Karynlee Harrington, Executive Director
AGENCY NAME:		 Maine Health Data Organization
ADDRESS:  		        151 Capitol Street
	           	    	         12 State House Station
                       	   	         Augusta, ME  04333-0102
TELEPHONE:  	    	(207) 287-6722
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